
Thank you for your willingness to participate in the 2021 Bread for the World Offering of Letters
on behalf of hungry people in the U.S. and around the world. More than 270 million people are
facing extreme hunger—up from 135 million before the pandemic. The levels of U.S hunger are
now higher than during the Great Depression, and the social and economic impact of the
pandemic continues to devastate families and communities at home and abroad.

By writing a brief letter or sending an email to your senators and your representative, you can
help to end hunger. For more information including a brief video, go to bread.org/ol.
Currently, we are asking Congress to make the Child Tax Credit permanent and to increase U.S.
leadership and funding for global nutrition.

Please write your letters by May 30 using one of the following options:

1. Send emails. First go to bread.org/go for a current letter template.
a. It is important to personalize the contents. For example, thank your legislators for

passing Covid relief bills, and tell them why this issue is important to you. See the
“Quick Tips for Effective Letter” below. Changing the form-email content by at
least 15% will greatly increase your impact.

b. After filling in all your contact information, choose “send your message” and it will
automatically go to both your senators and your representative. In some cases,
you may need to add the 4 digits after your zip code. The program will show you
how to find this if you don’t know it.

2. Send postal letters to your legislators in Washington, DC.
a. Hand prepared letters still carry a lot of weight. Use the “Quick Tips for an

Effective Letter” and the sample letter provided below. Don’t forget to personalize
your letter and include your printed name and full return address after your
signature.

b. Send separate letters to Senator Mike Braun, Senator Todd Young, and your
representative in the U.S. House. You can find the name of your representative
by entering your zip code at house.gov.

Right after you have mailed your letters or sent your emails, please notify me via text or
email. Include your name and what mode of communication you used. We will be tabulating the
letters from many different Indiana churches to combine and refer to when we meet with our
legislators later this year. Let me know if you have any questions. Every letter and email counts!

Charlie Gardner
gardner1947@gmail.com
317-407-9130 (mobile number for calling or texting)

mailto:gardner1947@gmail.com


Quick Tips for an Effective Letter

Remember to personalize your letters.

● Make it personal. Share your experience and what motivated you to write.
● Be sure to include your address.

Some relevant talking points to personalize:

● Reducing malnutrition, especially for children, has become even more urgent
as we struggle against COVID-19; malnutrition makes children and at-risk
populations more susceptible to disease, including COVID-19.

● For millions of people living in households that struggle with hunger in the
United States, COVID-19 presents unique challenges. It is clear that private
individuals and organizations cannot mobilize the resources the U.S.
government can to support those at risk of hunger during this crisis. In fact,
federal nutrition programs provide roughly 10 times as much food assistance
as private churches and charities.

● I wish to thank Congress for its expansion of the child tax credit in the last
stimulus bill.  The child tax credit has always left out the families with the
greatest need and this legislation will do more to cut child poverty than any
other policy, especially in Black and Latino low-income families who have less
cash reserves than their white counterparts.

● I remain concerned about the impact of COVID-19 on all Americans,
especially the most vulnerable who are likely to be hit hardest. I am also
concerned about the impact of the pandemic on people living in developing
countries. I urge you to consider their needs in future legislation, especially
by investing in global nutrition through the appropriations process.

● It is critical that Congress expand support to those who are most affected by
the health and economic effects of the virus and ensure that all families
receive the support they need – including access to good nutrition.

● The importance of good nutrition in maintaining community health cannot be
overstated.

● COVID-19 directly connects all people together and neglecting those who
struggle with hunger threatens us all.



Bread for the World 2021 Offering of Letters
SAMPLE LETTER (as of May 20)

[Date]

Sen. Mike Braun or Sen. Todd Young Rep.____________________

U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator _______________, Dear Representative _____________,

Hunger is reaching historic levels. The COVID-19 pandemic continues to devastate communities
across the United States with a disproportionate impact on Black, Latino, and Native American
families, and immigrants, and worsening the effects of hunger and poverty around the globe.

The pandemic has exposed vulnerabilities in our safety net and food systems from farm to fork.
And child hunger in both the U.S. and abroad has skyrocketed. Specifically, Congress should:

● Make the expansion of the child tax credit in the American Rescue Plan permanent and
available to all children regardless of immigration status. The CTC expansion will lift
millions of children out of poverty, as well as help reduce hunger and narrow the racial
wealth gap exacerbated by unemployment amid COVID-19.

● As you determine funding priorities for the fiscal year 2022 Foreign Operations and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, I urge you to increase global nutrition funding to
$300 million.

Now more than ever, my faith calls me to stand alongside impacted people in my community and
around the world. Let us work together to ensure U.S. policies help people move out of poverty
and feed their families in the U.S. and around the world.

Sincerely,

[Signature]

[Your Printed Name]

[Your Address]

[City, State ZIP]


